
   I am pleased to report that your School 
Board and administration have worked 
hard to prepare a proposed 2021-2022 
academic year budget that expands and 
improves instructional and support 
services for our students while reducing 
taxes. This is our sixth consecutive year 
without a tax increase. A full report on the 
proposed budget can be found inside 
this issue.

When developing our budget, our goal 
was a financially responsible plan that 
meets the needs of our students today, is 
sustainable for the long-term, 
and reflects and respects our 
taxpayers’ ability to pay. In doing 
so, we looked closely at our 
student enrollment for next year 
as well as projected enrollment 
several years into the future. We 
also did our very best to project 
future revenue from sources 
other than taxes, namely state 
aid and tuition payments for our 
students who live in Vermont. 
State aid is extremely difficult 
to project from year to year. We take a 
conservative approach because we believe 
it makes more sense to plan for the worst 
case and adapt if things are better rather 
than vice versa. We also know that the 
number of tuition-paying Vermont students 
continues to decline due to a change in 
Vermont law a few years back that now 
makes it possible for Vermont families to 
select schools in their home state. 

By planning proactively in this way, 
and judiciously using District savings 
where appropriate, we have assembled 
a budget that continues and improves 
the high quality and great breadth of 
academic programs that Granville provides 

its students, at a cost we believe our 
taxpayers can support.

Thank You for Rising Up Once Again!
As we head into the final two months 

of the school year, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank our students, parents, 
faculty and staff for the extraordinary effort 
that has gone into making this year as safe 
and academically successful as possible.

We have managed to get through the 
entire year with students in grades K-7 and 
all self-contained special education classes 

attending class in-person. Grades 
8-12 continue to split their time 
between remote and in-person 
learning, and have managed the 
hybrid schedule quite well. While 
there is no substitute for daily 
in-person learning, our school 
community has shown a great 
ability to adapt to and continuously 
improve upon the circumstances 
presented to us while maintaining 
our academic standards and 
performance levels.

I wish I could tell you that we’ll be back 
to “normal” in September, but it’s far 
too early to predict where the COVID-19 
virus and state and federal policies and 
guidelines will stand at that time. Whatever 
the circumstances, I can assure you that 
we will continue to do our very best to 
provide our students with the safest and 
most academically rewarding experience 
we can.

Thank you for your continued pride 
in and support for the Granville Central 
School District.

Tom McGurl, Superintendent
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Good for Students, Good for Community:
Budget Expands Programs, Lowers Taxes

In-person Voting
Returns This Year

On This Year’s Ballot:

Graduation is 
June 25; 

Details to Come
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Budget Vote is May 18

Five Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of Education, two 
incumbents and three new candidates. Each seat is for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2021, and expiring on June 30, 
2024. The District invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief introduction.

Connor Hoagland
My decision to pursue a seat on Granville’s Board of Education is the product of much thought and 
consideration. I have been a Granville resident for the past 13 years, and over the course of this time, I have 
witnessed first-hand several changes that have significantly impacted the educational experiences of Granville 
students, teachers, and staff. In various professionally appointed and elected positions, I have gained extensive 
experience in areas such as leadership, training and development, interpersonal relationships, collaboration, 
planning, budgeting, and creative problem solving. Each of these skill sets contributes to my qualification as a 
Board of Education candidate. 

Shirley Kunen
The reason I am seeking a second term is to be an advocate for the children and their parents. Equal importance 
needs to be placed on mental, physical and educational needs of the children. It is important to create an 
atmosphere that promotes opportunities for all the children to reach their potential.Granville needs to get back 
the school spirit and community pride that was lost due to COVID-19. This can be done by promoting the district 
as a place for children to go to. By resolving the current GTA contract, teachers will want to work in the district.

Nicole Austin
I am a mother of four, business owner and an Alumni to Granville Central School District. I am passionate 
about volunteering serving as both the Granville PTO President and Director of Backpacks for Hunger. I believe 
it is essential every child has the right to the services they need, and access to opportunities to expand their 
education in ways that interest them. As a Board of Education member I will be committed to the education of 
our students, those who teach them, and a voice for all.

Molly Biggs Celani
“In times of change, it is learners who inherit the future.” (Eric Hoffer)
Education is at a serious crossroad, where difficult but crucial decisions will determine success. Financial 
oversight and providing our students with the best possible education drives my work on the Granville BOE.  If 
reelected, my personal goals will include increased mastery, curriculum development and lowering dropout rates. 
I am an experienced educator who is sincere, knowledgeable and passionate about schools. Your continued 
support will enable me to help learners inherit the future!   

Emily Jenkins
I am first a mother. My passion is education. My love is my family and my community, I give to both with my 
whole heart. I am an active member of the community as the Granville PTO Treasurer, and as the Committee 
Pack Chair for the local Cub Scout Family Pack. My husband is a native Horde and we came to this community 
to raise our 2 children. I am currently an educator in NYS and understand the intricacies of education. This 
community needs a voice for students, parents, Special Education and our teachers. I will be that advocate!

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

The Granville Central School 
District will hold its annual 
budget vote and Board of 
Education election on Tuesday, 
May 18, 2021 from 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. in the High School Gym at 
58 Quaker St. Voters are asked 
to enter through the back 
parking lot.

Absentee ballot request 
forms are available at the 
school district office Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Absentee Ballots 
must be returned by 5:00 p.m. 
on May 18th, 2021.

The members of 
the Granville Golden 
Horde Class of 2021 
will celebrate their 
graduation on Friday, 
June 25. 

At this time we 
are anticipating a 
commencement 
ceremony similar to 
last year’s event. A final 
decision will be made in 
the coming weeks based 
on the COVID-19 health 
and safety guidance 
available at that time.

School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget Adopted
for the 2020-21

School Year

Budget Proposed
for the 2021-22 

School Year

Contingency Budget
for the 2021-22 
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,136,086 $ 27,010,929 $ 26,331,669

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year $ 874,843 $ 195,583

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 3.35 % .75% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23% 

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 7,076,119 $ 6,476,119

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $-0- $-0- 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable $-0- $-0-

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ -0- $-0- 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 $ 6,476,119

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 369,855 $ 301,295

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,778,860 $ 6,797,347

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,706,264 $ 6,174,824

I. Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval) $ 72,596 $ 622,523

Administrative Component $ 2,322,649 $ 2,438,686 $ 2,379,522

Program Component $ 19,706,764 $20,014,267 $19,768,171

Capital Component $ 4,106,673 $ 4,557,976 $ 4,183,976

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
1) Elimination of community use of buildings and grounds unless costs are reimbursed to the district 2) elimination of equipment purchases 3)
elimination of instructional supplies and field trips 4) elimination of non-contractual salary increases

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval
requirements)

Description Amount
None $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  $ 441 

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Granville School District, Washington County, New York, will be held at 
the Granville Junior/Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 10:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time at which 
time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Absentee ballots are due back to the district by 5:00 PM May 18, 2021. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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2021-2022 GCSD Budget Notice

Superintendent’s

Message
• 2021-2022

Budget Proposal

• Proposal for creation 
of new Capital 
Reserve Fund

• Five candidates
vie for three
School Board seats

Learn more inside!
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Are You Participating in the STAR School Tax Reduction Program?

This year, in addition to voting on 
the 2021-2022 school budget and 
school board candidates, district 
voters will be asked to approve the 
creation of a new Capital Reserve 
Fund for use in financing future 
capital projects. For example, it is 
anticipated that the boilers in our 
schools will need to be replaced 
within the next three to five years. 

Capital Reserve Funds are 
extremely important to help school 
districts cover the cost of large capital 
improvement projects like the one 
currently underway throughout our 
buildings (see article at right). 

Here’s how it will work:  
 
 1. Voters will be asked to authorize  
  the establishment of a Capital  
  Reserve Fund.  

2. From year-to-year, if the  
  school district has the ability  

  to fund the Capital Reserve,  
  the school board can  
  choose to deposit funds for  
  use on future projects. This  
  use of reserve funds for  
  capital project strategic  
  planning is recommended by  
  the Office of the State   
  Comptroller and helps reduce  
  the amount of money that has  
  to be raised in taxes for a capital  
  project in any one year.

3. At such time that the school  
  board determines that a major  
  capital improvement project  
  is necessary, voters will be asked  
  to approve the project and the  
  use of a specific amount of  
  Capital Reserve funds.  

The Board of Education is hopeful 
that voters will assist in planning for 
these improvements by approving  
the creation of a fund on May 18.

The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit 
or partial exemption from school taxes for most owner-
occupied primary residences. 

If you have been enrolled in the STAR Exemption 
program since 2015, you will continue to receive a 
reduction on your school tax bill. You may also wish to 
switch to the STAR Credit program and receive an annual 
check rather than a reduction on your bill. For more 
information on eligibility and the benefits of switching, 
please visit www.tax.ny.gov/star.

If you recently bought your home or have not previously 
registered for the STAR program, you are required to enroll 
in the STAR Credit program.

Whether you receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR 

Credit, there are two types of STAR benefits:
Basic STAR is available for an owner-occupied primary 

residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income 
is less than $250,000. Basic STAR exempts the first 
$30,000 of the full value of the property.  

Enhanced STAR is available to senior citizens age 65 
and older with annual incomes of $90,550 or less. The 
Enhanced STAR exempts the first $70,700 of the full value 
of the home from school taxes in 2021-2022.

Please note that STAR exemptions apply only to school 
taxes, not county, town or village taxes. If you have 
questions about your STAR eligibility, please contact 
the Business Office at 518-642-1051 extension 1302 or 
csomich@granvillecsd.org.  

Proposed Tax Levy Reduced by 8.48% Board Proposes New Capital 
Reserve Fund for Future Projects

2021-2022

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $27,010,929 for the 2021-2022 
school year. This represents a year-over-year increase of 
$874,843 or 3.35%. The tax levy — or the portion of 
the total budget to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
— will decrease from $7,076,119 to $6,476,119, a 
reduction of $600,000 or 8.48%. 

After initial fears of a 20% reduction in state aid (more 
than $3 million), the Legislature passed a budget on April 
6 that indicates the district will receive a 4.48% increase to 
$13.3 million in standard Foundation Aid, plus a one-time 
federal stimulus allocation in the amount of $1,074,371. 
The federal funds are grant-based, which means we 
must apply for them and use them exclusively for specific 
initiatives tied to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding is 
available through September 2022. 

The federal stimulus package also included additional 
funding identified as the American Rescue Plan. These 
are also one-time (not recurring) grant-based funds that 
must be used over a two to three year period to address 
student “learning loss” resulting from the pandemic. Plans 
must be submitted and approved in order to access the 
funds. Qualified uses include summer learning programs; 
enrichment programs; extended day programs; after- 
school programs; mental health services; educational 
technology, including hardware, software and connectivity; 
and support needs for students with disabilities. The 
district will be formulating a plan to apply for federal 
stimulus funds based on the specific guidelines associated 
with the funding.   

Key parts of our proposed 2021-2022 budget include 
funding for: 

•  Two new school buses, one 65-passenger and one  
 36-passenger. Two older buses will be traded in. A  
 separate budget proposition is not required since the  
 buses will be purchased without financing any related  
 debt.  

•  Restoring Young Scholars, Gifted and Talented,   
 Summer Enrichment, Arts in Education and   
 Exploratory Arts programs that were cut last budget  
 period due to anticipated shortfalls in funding. The  
 district will also continue funding a Summer School  
 program for students in grades 7-12.  

•  Furniture and equipment associated with capital  
 project renovations at the Junior/Senior High School.  

 Instructional equipment and classroom furniture will  
 be purchased for newly renovated classrooms and  
 also for the cafeteria. Classroom furniture will be  
 purchased for elementary students as well. Three  
 sets of bleachers will be purchased for use at athletic  
 events at the Junior/Senior High School and a new  
 scoreboard will be purchased for girls’ softball.  

•  Technology investments, including new  
 Chromebooks, expanded internet connectivity in  
 order to support remote learning needs, and software  
 programs that enhance student learning.  

•  Security and safety initiatives, including continued  
 funding of a full-time school resource officer   
 contracted through the Village of Granville Police   
 Department, as well as additional security cameras. 

The Granville community has supported its school 
district immensely throughout a very challenging school 
year. We thank you for that support. We know this year has 
been difficult for students, parents, staff members, and 
people throughout the community as we all have had to 
adjust to what comes next with the Covid-19 pandemic.  
In that regard, our Board of Education felt a responsibility 
to give back to our community and voted unanimously to 
lower the tax levy by $600,000. The district has no control 
over changes in assessments or town equalization rates, 
which can impact a taxpayer’s school tax bill, but this tax 
levy decrease will lower the tax rate from $16.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation to a projected $14.70 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation should all other factors 
remain unchanged.  

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please call us at 518-642-1051 extension 
1302 or csomich@granvillecsd.org. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Catherine Somich 
Business Manager

2021-2022 Revenue Summary

2021-2022 Expenditure Summary

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Education and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State and 
other sources to determine the 
amount of money that needs to 
be raised from district taxpayers. 
This is referred to as the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to be paid 
by each individual taxpayer is 
determined by the tax rate and 
the value of their property. The tax 
rate is the amount of tax owed 
on  each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2021-2022 school 
year, the Granville Central 
School’s proposed tax levy will 
be $6,476,119, a decrease of 
$600,000 from last year. School 
taxes on a home assessed 
at $100,000 with a Basic 
STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,029. (Projected 
tax rate of $14.70 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $441). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher, as this 
means your town’s total market 
value is greater than its assessed 
value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $15,355,073 $19,322,367 $3,967,294

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $6,476,119 -$600,000

Tuition $700,741 $562,260 -$138,481

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $415,000 $275,000 -$140,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $479,950 $375,183 -$104,767

Fund Balance Transfers $2,109,203 $0 -$2,109,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $13,626,769 $13,939,117 $312,348

Benefits $6,376,161 $6,432,047 $55,886

General Support $1,128,650 $1,179,693 $51,043

Pupil Transportation* $1,404,993 $1,454,487 $49,494

Building Maintenance $1,572,983 $1,594,723 $21,740

Debt Service/Interfund Transfers $2,026,530 $2,410,862 $384,332

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

 Real Property Taxes
 Miscellaneous
 State Sources

 72%

24%

4%

 Program
 Capital
 Admin

17%

74%

9%

If you have recently bought your home or have never applied for the STAR benefit: You can register with 
New York State for the STAR Credit. Registration is open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/
star.  Property owners without access to a computer can register by phone at 518-457-2036 weekdays between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

If you would like to switch to the STAR Credit from the STAR Exemption: You can check your eligibility and 
learn more at the website above.

Please Vote!
May 18

2019 Capital Improvement 
Project Progressing Well
Phase I of the capital building 

project approved by voters in 
May 2019 has been completed 
on budget. The District has spent 
$2 million dollars from a voter-
approved Capital Reserve Fund to 
defray debt. Improvements include 
new roofs at all schools and the 
bus garage, and a new athletic field 
track with drainage system and 
scoreboard. Also, at the Junior/ 
Senior High: a handicapped-
accessible gym entrance, new 
sidewalks and new front parking lot 
pavement.

Phase II work will begin this 
summer at the Junior/Senior High, 
including library renovations, 
a new greenhouse, classroom 
renovations, improvements to 
mechanical systems, lighting 
upgrades in the auditorium, and 
a new restroom. All three building 
cafeterias will also be renovated. 
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Are You Participating in the STAR School Tax Reduction Program?
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the 2021-2022 school budget and 
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The Board of Education is hopeful 
that voters will assist in planning for 
these improvements by approving  
the creation of a fund on May 18.

The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit 
or partial exemption from school taxes for most owner-
occupied primary residences. 

If you have been enrolled in the STAR Exemption 
program since 2015, you will continue to receive a 
reduction on your school tax bill. You may also wish to 
switch to the STAR Credit program and receive an annual 
check rather than a reduction on your bill. For more 
information on eligibility and the benefits of switching, 
please visit www.tax.ny.gov/star.

If you recently bought your home or have not previously 
registered for the STAR program, you are required to enroll 
in the STAR Credit program.

Whether you receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR 

Credit, there are two types of STAR benefits:
Basic STAR is available for an owner-occupied primary 

residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income 
is less than $250,000. Basic STAR exempts the first 
$30,000 of the full value of the property.  

Enhanced STAR is available to senior citizens age 65 
and older with annual incomes of $90,550 or less. The 
Enhanced STAR exempts the first $70,700 of the full value 
of the home from school taxes in 2021-2022.

Please note that STAR exemptions apply only to school 
taxes, not county, town or village taxes. If you have 
questions about your STAR eligibility, please contact 
the Business Office at 518-642-1051 extension 1302 or 
csomich@granvillecsd.org.  

Proposed Tax Levy Reduced by 8.48% Board Proposes New Capital 
Reserve Fund for Future Projects

2021-2022

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $27,010,929 for the 2021-2022 
school year. This represents a year-over-year increase of 
$874,843 or 3.35%. The tax levy — or the portion of 
the total budget to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
— will decrease from $7,076,119 to $6,476,119, a 
reduction of $600,000 or 8.48%. 

After initial fears of a 20% reduction in state aid (more 
than $3 million), the Legislature passed a budget on April 
6 that indicates the district will receive a 4.48% increase to 
$13.3 million in standard Foundation Aid, plus a one-time 
federal stimulus allocation in the amount of $1,074,371. 
The federal funds are grant-based, which means we 
must apply for them and use them exclusively for specific 
initiatives tied to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding is 
available through September 2022. 

The federal stimulus package also included additional 
funding identified as the American Rescue Plan. These 
are also one-time (not recurring) grant-based funds that 
must be used over a two to three year period to address 
student “learning loss” resulting from the pandemic. Plans 
must be submitted and approved in order to access the 
funds. Qualified uses include summer learning programs; 
enrichment programs; extended day programs; after- 
school programs; mental health services; educational 
technology, including hardware, software and connectivity; 
and support needs for students with disabilities. The 
district will be formulating a plan to apply for federal 
stimulus funds based on the specific guidelines associated 
with the funding.   

Key parts of our proposed 2021-2022 budget include 
funding for: 

•  Two new school buses, one 65-passenger and one  
 36-passenger. Two older buses will be traded in. A  
 separate budget proposition is not required since the  
 buses will be purchased without financing any related  
 debt.  

•  Restoring Young Scholars, Gifted and Talented,   
 Summer Enrichment, Arts in Education and   
 Exploratory Arts programs that were cut last budget  
 period due to anticipated shortfalls in funding. The  
 district will also continue funding a Summer School  
 program for students in grades 7-12.  

•  Furniture and equipment associated with capital  
 project renovations at the Junior/Senior High School.  

 Instructional equipment and classroom furniture will  
 be purchased for newly renovated classrooms and  
 also for the cafeteria. Classroom furniture will be  
 purchased for elementary students as well. Three  
 sets of bleachers will be purchased for use at athletic  
 events at the Junior/Senior High School and a new  
 scoreboard will be purchased for girls’ softball.  

•  Technology investments, including new  
 Chromebooks, expanded internet connectivity in  
 order to support remote learning needs, and software  
 programs that enhance student learning.  

•  Security and safety initiatives, including continued  
 funding of a full-time school resource officer   
 contracted through the Village of Granville Police   
 Department, as well as additional security cameras. 

The Granville community has supported its school 
district immensely throughout a very challenging school 
year. We thank you for that support. We know this year has 
been difficult for students, parents, staff members, and 
people throughout the community as we all have had to 
adjust to what comes next with the Covid-19 pandemic.  
In that regard, our Board of Education felt a responsibility 
to give back to our community and voted unanimously to 
lower the tax levy by $600,000. The district has no control 
over changes in assessments or town equalization rates, 
which can impact a taxpayer’s school tax bill, but this tax 
levy decrease will lower the tax rate from $16.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation to a projected $14.70 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation should all other factors 
remain unchanged.  

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please call us at 518-642-1051 extension 
1302 or csomich@granvillecsd.org. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Catherine Somich 
Business Manager

2021-2022 Revenue Summary

2021-2022 Expenditure Summary

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Education and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State and 
other sources to determine the 
amount of money that needs to 
be raised from district taxpayers. 
This is referred to as the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to be paid 
by each individual taxpayer is 
determined by the tax rate and 
the value of their property. The tax 
rate is the amount of tax owed 
on  each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2021-2022 school 
year, the Granville Central 
School’s proposed tax levy will 
be $6,476,119, a decrease of 
$600,000 from last year. School 
taxes on a home assessed 
at $100,000 with a Basic 
STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,029. (Projected 
tax rate of $14.70 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $441). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher, as this 
means your town’s total market 
value is greater than its assessed 
value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $15,355,073 $19,322,367 $3,967,294

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $6,476,119 -$600,000

Tuition $700,741 $562,260 -$138,481

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $415,000 $275,000 -$140,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $479,950 $375,183 -$104,767

Fund Balance Transfers $2,109,203 $0 -$2,109,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $13,626,769 $13,939,117 $312,348

Benefits $6,376,161 $6,432,047 $55,886

General Support $1,128,650 $1,179,693 $51,043

Pupil Transportation* $1,404,993 $1,454,487 $49,494

Building Maintenance $1,572,983 $1,594,723 $21,740

Debt Service/Interfund Transfers $2,026,530 $2,410,862 $384,332

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

 Real Property Taxes
 Miscellaneous
 State Sources

 72%

24%

4%

 Program
 Capital
 Admin

17%

74%

9%

If you have recently bought your home or have never applied for the STAR benefit: You can register with 
New York State for the STAR Credit. Registration is open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/
star.  Property owners without access to a computer can register by phone at 518-457-2036 weekdays between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

If you would like to switch to the STAR Credit from the STAR Exemption: You can check your eligibility and 
learn more at the website above.

Please Vote!
May 18

2019 Capital Improvement 
Project Progressing Well
Phase I of the capital building 

project approved by voters in 
May 2019 has been completed 
on budget. The District has spent 
$2 million dollars from a voter-
approved Capital Reserve Fund to 
defray debt. Improvements include 
new roofs at all schools and the 
bus garage, and a new athletic field 
track with drainage system and 
scoreboard. Also, at the Junior/ 
Senior High: a handicapped-
accessible gym entrance, new 
sidewalks and new front parking lot 
pavement.

Phase II work will begin this 
summer at the Junior/Senior High, 
including library renovations, 
a new greenhouse, classroom 
renovations, improvements to 
mechanical systems, lighting 
upgrades in the auditorium, and 
a new restroom. All three building 
cafeterias will also be renovated. 
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Are You Participating in the STAR School Tax Reduction Program?

This year, in addition to voting on 
the 2021-2022 school budget and 
school board candidates, district 
voters will be asked to approve the 
creation of a new Capital Reserve 
Fund for use in financing future 
capital projects. For example, it is 
anticipated that the boilers in our 
schools will need to be replaced 
within the next three to five years. 

Capital Reserve Funds are 
extremely important to help school 
districts cover the cost of large capital 
improvement projects like the one 
currently underway throughout our 
buildings (see article at right). 

Here’s how it will work:  
 
 1. Voters will be asked to authorize  
  the establishment of a Capital  
  Reserve Fund.  

2. From year-to-year, if the  
  school district has the ability  

  to fund the Capital Reserve,  
  the school board can  
  choose to deposit funds for  
  use on future projects. This  
  use of reserve funds for  
  capital project strategic  
  planning is recommended by  
  the Office of the State   
  Comptroller and helps reduce  
  the amount of money that has  
  to be raised in taxes for a capital  
  project in any one year.

3. At such time that the school  
  board determines that a major  
  capital improvement project  
  is necessary, voters will be asked  
  to approve the project and the  
  use of a specific amount of  
  Capital Reserve funds.  

The Board of Education is hopeful 
that voters will assist in planning for 
these improvements by approving  
the creation of a fund on May 18.

The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit 
or partial exemption from school taxes for most owner-
occupied primary residences. 

If you have been enrolled in the STAR Exemption 
program since 2015, you will continue to receive a 
reduction on your school tax bill. You may also wish to 
switch to the STAR Credit program and receive an annual 
check rather than a reduction on your bill. For more 
information on eligibility and the benefits of switching, 
please visit www.tax.ny.gov/star.

If you recently bought your home or have not previously 
registered for the STAR program, you are required to enroll 
in the STAR Credit program.

Whether you receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR 

Credit, there are two types of STAR benefits:
Basic STAR is available for an owner-occupied primary 

residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income 
is less than $250,000. Basic STAR exempts the first 
$30,000 of the full value of the property.  

Enhanced STAR is available to senior citizens age 65 
and older with annual incomes of $90,550 or less. The 
Enhanced STAR exempts the first $70,700 of the full value 
of the home from school taxes in 2021-2022.

Please note that STAR exemptions apply only to school 
taxes, not county, town or village taxes. If you have 
questions about your STAR eligibility, please contact 
the Business Office at 518-642-1051 extension 1302 or 
csomich@granvillecsd.org.  

Proposed Tax Levy Reduced by 8.48% Board Proposes New Capital 
Reserve Fund for Future Projects

2021-2022

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $27,010,929 for the 2021-2022 
school year. This represents a year-over-year increase of 
$874,843 or 3.35%. The tax levy — or the portion of 
the total budget to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
— will decrease from $7,076,119 to $6,476,119, a 
reduction of $600,000 or 8.48%. 

After initial fears of a 20% reduction in state aid (more 
than $3 million), the Legislature passed a budget on April 
6 that indicates the district will receive a 4.48% increase to 
$13.3 million in standard Foundation Aid, plus a one-time 
federal stimulus allocation in the amount of $1,074,371. 
The federal funds are grant-based, which means we 
must apply for them and use them exclusively for specific 
initiatives tied to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding is 
available through September 2022. 

The federal stimulus package also included additional 
funding identified as the American Rescue Plan. These 
are also one-time (not recurring) grant-based funds that 
must be used over a two to three year period to address 
student “learning loss” resulting from the pandemic. Plans 
must be submitted and approved in order to access the 
funds. Qualified uses include summer learning programs; 
enrichment programs; extended day programs; after- 
school programs; mental health services; educational 
technology, including hardware, software and connectivity; 
and support needs for students with disabilities. The 
district will be formulating a plan to apply for federal 
stimulus funds based on the specific guidelines associated 
with the funding.   

Key parts of our proposed 2021-2022 budget include 
funding for: 

•  Two new school buses, one 65-passenger and one  
 36-passenger. Two older buses will be traded in. A  
 separate budget proposition is not required since the  
 buses will be purchased without financing any related  
 debt.  

•  Restoring Young Scholars, Gifted and Talented,   
 Summer Enrichment, Arts in Education and   
 Exploratory Arts programs that were cut last budget  
 period due to anticipated shortfalls in funding. The  
 district will also continue funding a Summer School  
 program for students in grades 7-12.  

•  Furniture and equipment associated with capital  
 project renovations at the Junior/Senior High School.  

 Instructional equipment and classroom furniture will  
 be purchased for newly renovated classrooms and  
 also for the cafeteria. Classroom furniture will be  
 purchased for elementary students as well. Three  
 sets of bleachers will be purchased for use at athletic  
 events at the Junior/Senior High School and a new  
 scoreboard will be purchased for girls’ softball.  

•  Technology investments, including new  
 Chromebooks, expanded internet connectivity in  
 order to support remote learning needs, and software  
 programs that enhance student learning.  

•  Security and safety initiatives, including continued  
 funding of a full-time school resource officer   
 contracted through the Village of Granville Police   
 Department, as well as additional security cameras. 

The Granville community has supported its school 
district immensely throughout a very challenging school 
year. We thank you for that support. We know this year has 
been difficult for students, parents, staff members, and 
people throughout the community as we all have had to 
adjust to what comes next with the Covid-19 pandemic.  
In that regard, our Board of Education felt a responsibility 
to give back to our community and voted unanimously to 
lower the tax levy by $600,000. The district has no control 
over changes in assessments or town equalization rates, 
which can impact a taxpayer’s school tax bill, but this tax 
levy decrease will lower the tax rate from $16.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation to a projected $14.70 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation should all other factors 
remain unchanged.  

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please call us at 518-642-1051 extension 
1302 or csomich@granvillecsd.org. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Catherine Somich 
Business Manager

2021-2022 Revenue Summary

2021-2022 Expenditure Summary

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Education and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State and 
other sources to determine the 
amount of money that needs to 
be raised from district taxpayers. 
This is referred to as the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to be paid 
by each individual taxpayer is 
determined by the tax rate and 
the value of their property. The tax 
rate is the amount of tax owed 
on  each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2021-2022 school 
year, the Granville Central 
School’s proposed tax levy will 
be $6,476,119, a decrease of 
$600,000 from last year. School 
taxes on a home assessed 
at $100,000 with a Basic 
STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,029. (Projected 
tax rate of $14.70 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $441). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher, as this 
means your town’s total market 
value is greater than its assessed 
value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $15,355,073 $19,322,367 $3,967,294

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $6,476,119 -$600,000

Tuition $700,741 $562,260 -$138,481

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $415,000 $275,000 -$140,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $479,950 $375,183 -$104,767

Fund Balance Transfers $2,109,203 $0 -$2,109,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

2020 - 2021
Budgeted

2021 - 2022
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $13,626,769 $13,939,117 $312,348

Benefits $6,376,161 $6,432,047 $55,886

General Support $1,128,650 $1,179,693 $51,043

Pupil Transportation* $1,404,993 $1,454,487 $49,494

Building Maintenance $1,572,983 $1,594,723 $21,740

Debt Service/Interfund Transfers $2,026,530 $2,410,862 $384,332

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,136,086 $27,010,929 $874,843

 Real Property Taxes
 Miscellaneous
 State Sources

 72%

24%

4%

 Program
 Capital
 Admin

17%

74%

9%

If you have recently bought your home or have never applied for the STAR benefit: You can register with 
New York State for the STAR Credit. Registration is open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/
star.  Property owners without access to a computer can register by phone at 518-457-2036 weekdays between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

If you would like to switch to the STAR Credit from the STAR Exemption: You can check your eligibility and 
learn more at the website above.

Please Vote!
May 18

2019 Capital Improvement 
Project Progressing Well
Phase I of the capital building 

project approved by voters in 
May 2019 has been completed 
on budget. The District has spent 
$2 million dollars from a voter-
approved Capital Reserve Fund to 
defray debt. Improvements include 
new roofs at all schools and the 
bus garage, and a new athletic field 
track with drainage system and 
scoreboard. Also, at the Junior/ 
Senior High: a handicapped-
accessible gym entrance, new 
sidewalks and new front parking lot 
pavement.

Phase II work will begin this 
summer at the Junior/Senior High, 
including library renovations, 
a new greenhouse, classroom 
renovations, improvements to 
mechanical systems, lighting 
upgrades in the auditorium, and 
a new restroom. All three building 
cafeterias will also be renovated. 
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   I am pleased to report that your School 
Board and administration have worked 
hard to prepare a proposed 2021-2022 
academic year budget that expands and 
improves instructional and support 
services for our students while reducing 
taxes. This is our sixth consecutive year 
without a tax increase. A full report on the 
proposed budget can be found inside 
this issue.

When developing our budget, our goal 
was a financially responsible plan that 
meets the needs of our students today, is 
sustainable for the long-term, 
and reflects and respects our 
taxpayers’ ability to pay. In doing 
so, we looked closely at our 
student enrollment for next year 
as well as projected enrollment 
several years into the future. We 
also did our very best to project 
future revenue from sources 
other than taxes, namely state 
aid and tuition payments for our 
students who live in Vermont. 
State aid is extremely difficult 
to project from year to year. We take a 
conservative approach because we believe 
it makes more sense to plan for the worst 
case and adapt if things are better rather 
than vice versa. We also know that the 
number of tuition-paying Vermont students 
continues to decline due to a change in 
Vermont law a few years back that now 
makes it possible for Vermont families to 
select schools in their home state. 

By planning proactively in this way, 
and judiciously using District savings 
where appropriate, we have assembled 
a budget that continues and improves 
the high quality and great breadth of 
academic programs that Granville provides 

its students, at a cost we believe our 
taxpayers can support.

Thank You for Rising Up Once Again!
As we head into the final two months 

of the school year, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank our students, parents, 
faculty and staff for the extraordinary effort 
that has gone into making this year as safe 
and academically successful as possible.

We have managed to get through the 
entire year with students in grades K-7 and 
all self-contained special education classes 

attending class in-person. Grades 
8-12 continue to split their time 
between remote and in-person 
learning, and have managed the 
hybrid schedule quite well. While 
there is no substitute for daily 
in-person learning, our school 
community has shown a great 
ability to adapt to and continuously 
improve upon the circumstances 
presented to us while maintaining 
our academic standards and 
performance levels.

I wish I could tell you that we’ll be back 
to “normal” in September, but it’s far 
too early to predict where the COVID-19 
virus and state and federal policies and 
guidelines will stand at that time. Whatever 
the circumstances, I can assure you that 
we will continue to do our very best to 
provide our students with the safest and 
most academically rewarding experience 
we can.

Thank you for your continued pride 
in and support for the Granville Central 
School District.

 
Tom McGurl, Superintendent
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June 25; 

Details to Come
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Budget Vote is May 18

Five Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of Education, two 
incumbents and three new candidates. Each seat is for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2021, and expiring on June 30, 
2024. The District invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief introduction.

Connor Hoagland
My decision to pursue a seat on Granville’s Board of Education is the product of much thought and 
consideration. I have been a Granville resident for the past 13 years, and over the course of this time, I have 
witnessed first-hand several changes that have significantly impacted the educational experiences of Granville 
students, teachers, and staff. In various professionally appointed and elected positions, I have gained extensive 
experience in areas such as leadership, training and development, interpersonal relationships, collaboration, 
planning, budgeting, and creative problem solving. Each of these skill sets contributes to my qualification as a 
Board of Education candidate. 

Shirley Kunen
The reason I am seeking a second term is to be an advocate for the children and their parents. Equal importance 
needs to be placed on mental, physical and educational needs of the children. It is important to create an 
atmosphere that promotes opportunities for all the children to reach their potential.Granville needs to get back 
the school spirit and community pride that was lost due to COVID-19. This can be done by promoting the district 
as a place for children to go to. By resolving the current GTA contract, teachers will want to work in the district.

Nicole Austin
I am a mother of four, business owner and an Alumni to Granville Central School District. I am passionate 
about volunteering serving as both the Granville PTO President and Director of Backpacks for Hunger. I believe 
it is essential every child has the right to the services they need, and access to opportunities to expand their 
education in ways that interest them. As a Board of Education member I will be committed to the education of 
our students, those who teach them, and a voice for all.

Molly Biggs Celani
“In times of change, it is learners who inherit the future.” (Eric Hoffer)
Education is at a serious crossroad, where difficult but crucial decisions will determine success. Financial 
oversight and providing our students with the best possible education drives my work on the Granville BOE.  If 
reelected, my personal goals will include increased mastery, curriculum development and lowering dropout rates. 
I am an experienced educator who is sincere, knowledgeable and passionate about schools. Your continued 
support will enable me to help learners inherit the future!   

Emily Jenkins
I am first a mother. My passion is education. My love is my family and my community, I give to both with my 
whole heart. I am an active member of the community as the Granville PTO Treasurer, and as the Committee 
Pack Chair for the local Cub Scout Family Pack. My husband is a native Horde and we came to this community 
to raise our 2 children. I am currently an educator in NYS and understand the intricacies of education. This 
community needs a voice for students, parents, Special Education and our teachers. I will be that advocate!

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

The Granville Central School 
District will hold its annual 
budget vote and Board of 
Education election on Tuesday, 
May 18, 2021 from 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. in the High School Gym at 
58 Quaker St. Voters are asked 
to enter through the back 
parking lot.

Absentee ballot request 
forms are available at the 
school district office Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Absentee Ballots 
must be returned by 5:00 p.m. 
on May 18th, 2021.

The members of 
the Granville Golden 
Horde Class of 2021 
will celebrate their 
graduation on Friday, 
June 25. 

At this time we 
are anticipating a 
commencement 
ceremony similar to 
last year’s event. A final 
decision will be made in 
the coming weeks based 
on the COVID-19 health 
and safety guidance 
available at that time.

School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted 
for the 2020-21   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2021-22 
School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,136,086 $ 27,010,929 $ 26,331,669 

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year $ 874,843 $ 195,583 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 3.35 % .75% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23% 

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $-0- $-0- 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable $-0- $-0-

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ -0- $-0- 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 $ 6,476,119 

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 369,855 $  301,295 

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,778,860 $ 6,797,347 

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,706,264 $ 6,174,824 

I. Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval) $ 72,596 $ 622,523 

 Administrative Component $ 2,322,649 $ 2,438,686 $ 2,379,522 

 Program Component $ 19,706,764 $20,014,267 $19,768,171 

Capital Component $ 4,106,673 $ 4,557,976 $ 4,183,976 

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
1) Elimination of community use of buildings and grounds unless costs are reimbursed to the district 2) elimination of equipment purchases 3)
elimination of instructional supplies and field trips 4) elimination of non-contractual salary increases

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements) 

Description Amount 
None $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year 

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  $ 441 

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Granville School District, Washington County, New York, will be held at 
the Granville Junior/Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 10:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time at which 
time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Absentee ballots are due back to the district by 5:00 PM May 18, 2021. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted 
for the 2020-21   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2021-22 
School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,136,086 $ 27,010,929 $ 26,331,669 

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year $ 874,843 $ 195,583 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 3.35 % .75% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23% 

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $-0- $-0- 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable $-0- $-0-

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ -0- $-0- 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 $ 6,476,119 

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 369,855 $  301,295 

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,778,860 $ 6,797,347 

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,706,264 $ 6,174,824 

I. Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval) $ 72,596 $ 622,523 

 Administrative Component $ 2,322,649 $ 2,438,686 $ 2,379,522 

 Program Component $ 19,706,764 $20,014,267 $19,768,171 

Capital Component $ 4,106,673 $ 4,557,976 $ 4,183,976 

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
1) Elimination of community use of buildings and grounds unless costs are reimbursed to the district 2) elimination of equipment purchases 3)
elimination of instructional supplies and field trips 4) elimination of non-contractual salary increases

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements) 

Description Amount 
None $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year 

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  $ 441 

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Granville School District, Washington County, New York, will be held at 
the Granville Junior/Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 10:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time at which 
time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Absentee ballots are due back to the district by 5:00 PM May 18, 2021. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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   I am pleased to report that your School 
Board and administration have worked 
hard to prepare a proposed 2021-2022 
academic year budget that expands and 
improves instructional and support 
services for our students while reducing 
taxes. This is our sixth consecutive year 
without a tax increase. A full report on the 
proposed budget can be found inside 
this issue.

When developing our budget, our goal 
was a financially responsible plan that 
meets the needs of our students today, is 
sustainable for the long-term, 
and reflects and respects our 
taxpayers’ ability to pay. In doing 
so, we looked closely at our 
student enrollment for next year 
as well as projected enrollment 
several years into the future. We 
also did our very best to project 
future revenue from sources 
other than taxes, namely state 
aid and tuition payments for our 
students who live in Vermont. 
State aid is extremely difficult 
to project from year to year. We take a 
conservative approach because we believe 
it makes more sense to plan for the worst 
case and adapt if things are better rather 
than vice versa. We also know that the 
number of tuition-paying Vermont students 
continues to decline due to a change in 
Vermont law a few years back that now 
makes it possible for Vermont families to 
select schools in their home state. 

By planning proactively in this way, 
and judiciously using District savings 
where appropriate, we have assembled 
a budget that continues and improves 
the high quality and great breadth of 
academic programs that Granville provides 

its students, at a cost we believe our 
taxpayers can support.

Thank You for Rising Up Once Again!
As we head into the final two months 

of the school year, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank our students, parents, 
faculty and staff for the extraordinary effort 
that has gone into making this year as safe 
and academically successful as possible.

We have managed to get through the 
entire year with students in grades K-7 and 
all self-contained special education classes 

attending class in-person. Grades 
8-12 continue to split their time 
between remote and in-person 
learning, and have managed the 
hybrid schedule quite well. While 
there is no substitute for daily 
in-person learning, our school 
community has shown a great 
ability to adapt to and continuously 
improve upon the circumstances 
presented to us while maintaining 
our academic standards and 
performance levels.

I wish I could tell you that we’ll be back 
to “normal” in September, but it’s far 
too early to predict where the COVID-19 
virus and state and federal policies and 
guidelines will stand at that time. Whatever 
the circumstances, I can assure you that 
we will continue to do our very best to 
provide our students with the safest and 
most academically rewarding experience 
we can.

Thank you for your continued pride 
in and support for the Granville Central 
School District.

Tom McGurl, Superintendent

The Newsletter of the Granville Golden Horde Spring 2021

Good for Students, Good for Community:
Budget Expands Programs, Lowers Taxes

In-person Voting
Returns This Year

On This Year’s Ballot:

Graduation is 
June 25; 

Details to Come
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Budget Vote is May 18

Five Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of Education, two 
incumbents and three new candidates. Each seat is for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2021, and expiring on June 30, 
2024. The District invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief introduction.

Connor Hoagland
My decision to pursue a seat on Granville’s Board of Education is the product of much thought and 
consideration. I have been a Granville resident for the past 13 years, and over the course of this time, I have 
witnessed first-hand several changes that have significantly impacted the educational experiences of Granville 
students, teachers, and staff. In various professionally appointed and elected positions, I have gained extensive 
experience in areas such as leadership, training and development, interpersonal relationships, collaboration, 
planning, budgeting, and creative problem solving. Each of these skill sets contributes to my qualification as a 
Board of Education candidate. 

Shirley Kunen
The reason I am seeking a second term is to be an advocate for the children and their parents. Equal importance 
needs to be placed on mental, physical and educational needs of the children. It is important to create an 
atmosphere that promotes opportunities for all the children to reach their potential.Granville needs to get back 
the school spirit and community pride that was lost due to COVID-19. This can be done by promoting the district 
as a place for children to go to. By resolving the current GTA contract, teachers will want to work in the district.

Nicole Austin
I am a mother of four, business owner and an Alumni to Granville Central School District. I am passionate 
about volunteering serving as both the Granville PTO President and Director of Backpacks for Hunger. I believe 
it is essential every child has the right to the services they need, and access to opportunities to expand their 
education in ways that interest them. As a Board of Education member I will be committed to the education of 
our students, those who teach them, and a voice for all.

Molly Biggs Celani
“In times of change, it is learners who inherit the future.” (Eric Hoffer)
Education is at a serious crossroad, where difficult but crucial decisions will determine success. Financial 
oversight and providing our students with the best possible education drives my work on the Granville BOE.  If 
reelected, my personal goals will include increased mastery, curriculum development and lowering dropout rates. 
I am an experienced educator who is sincere, knowledgeable and passionate about schools. Your continued 
support will enable me to help learners inherit the future!   

Emily Jenkins
I am first a mother. My passion is education. My love is my family and my community, I give to both with my 
whole heart. I am an active member of the community as the Granville PTO Treasurer, and as the Committee 
Pack Chair for the local Cub Scout Family Pack. My husband is a native Horde and we came to this community 
to raise our 2 children. I am currently an educator in NYS and understand the intricacies of education. This 
community needs a voice for students, parents, Special Education and our teachers. I will be that advocate!

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

The Granville Central School 
District will hold its annual 
budget vote and Board of 
Education election on Tuesday, 
May 18, 2021 from 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. in the High School Gym at 
58 Quaker St. Voters are asked 
to enter through the back 
parking lot.

Absentee ballot request 
forms are available at the 
school district office Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Absentee Ballots 
must be returned by 5:00 p.m. 
on May 18th, 2021.

The members of 
the Granville Golden 
Horde Class of 2021 
will celebrate their 
graduation on Friday, 
June 25. 

At this time we 
are anticipating a 
commencement 
ceremony similar to 
last year’s event. A final 
decision will be made in 
the coming weeks based 
on the COVID-19 health 
and safety guidance 
available at that time.

School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget Adopted
for the 2020-21

School Year

Budget Proposed
for the 2021-22 

School Year

Contingency Budget
for the 2021-22 
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,136,086 $ 27,010,929 $ 26,331,669

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year $ 874,843 $ 195,583

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 3.35 % .75% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23% 

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 7,076,119 $ 6,476,119

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $-0- $-0- 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable $-0- $-0-

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ -0- $-0- 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $7,076,119 $ 6,476,119 $ 6,476,119

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 369,855 $ 301,295

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,778,860 $ 6,797,347

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,706,264 $ 6,174,824

I. Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval) $ 72,596 $ 622,523

Administrative Component $ 2,322,649 $ 2,438,686 $ 2,379,522

Program Component $ 19,706,764 $20,014,267 $19,768,171

Capital Component $ 4,106,673 $ 4,557,976 $ 4,183,976

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
1) Elimination of community use of buildings and grounds unless costs are reimbursed to the district 2) elimination of equipment purchases 3)
elimination of instructional supplies and field trips 4) elimination of non-contractual salary increases

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval
requirements)

Description Amount
None $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  $ 441 

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Granville School District, Washington County, New York, will be held at 
the Granville Junior/Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 10:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time at which 
time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Absentee ballots are due back to the district by 5:00 PM May 18, 2021. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ -0- $-0- 
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 Program Component $ 19,706,764 $20,014,267 $19,768,171 

Capital Component $ 4,106,673 $ 4,557,976 $ 4,183,976 

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
1) Elimination of community use of buildings and grounds unless costs are reimbursed to the district 2) elimination of equipment purchases 3)
elimination of instructional supplies and field trips 4) elimination of non-contractual salary increases

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval
requirements)
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None $ 
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$ 

NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $ 441

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Granville School District, Washington County, New York, will be held at 
the Granville Junior/Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 10:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time at which 
time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Absentee ballots are due back to the district by 5:00 PM May 18, 2021.
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- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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